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AN ACT in relation to public aid.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Public Aid Code is anended by

addi ng Section 5-5.23 as foll ows:

(305 | LCS 5/5-5.23 new)

Sec. 5-5.23. Prenatal and perinatal care. The Department

of Public A d may provide rei nbursenent under this Article

for all prenatal and perinatal health care services that are

pr ovi ded for the purpose of preventing | ow birthweight

infants, reducing the need for neonatal i ntensive care

hospital services, and pronoting perinatal heal t h. These

services mmy include conprehensive risk assessnents for

pregnant  worren, wonen with infants, and infants, lactation

counsel i nq, nutrition counsel i nq, childbirth support,

psychosoci al counseli nq, t r eat nent and preventi on of

peri odontal disease, and other support services that have

been proven to inprove birth outcomes. The Departnment shal

maxi m ze the use of preventive prenatal and perinatal health

care services consistent with federal statutes, rules, and

requl ati ons. The Departnent shall develop a plan for prenatal

and perinatal preventive health care and shall present the

plan to the General Assenbly by January 1, 2004. On or before

January 1, 2006 and every 2 vears thereafter, the Departnent

shal | report to the GCeneral Assenbly concerning the

effecti veness of prenatal and perinatal health care services

rei nrbursed under this Section in preventing |ow birthwei ght

infants and reducing the need for neonatal i ntensive care

hospi t al servi ces. Each such report shall i ncl ude an

evaluation of howthe ratio of expenditures for treating

lowbhirthweight infants conpared with the investnent in
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pronoting healthy births and infants in |local community areas

t hroughout Illinois relates to healthy infant devel opment in

t hose areas.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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